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The Jubilee Year in honour of Our Lady of Europe is being celebrated in many
ways and over the next few months many activities will be taking place at the
Shrine. Plans include each parish of the Diocese organising its own liturgical
events such as a procession, Mass and the recitation of the rosary. The year long
period of celebration will culminate in a large closing Mass of Thanksgiving on
5th May 2009 that will be held in a large marquee at the Europa Cricket pitch.

The month of September sees the celebration of the Feast of Our Lady of
Sorrows. What can we learn from this Feast? The cross challenged Mary to let
go in a way she could never have anticipated. We all have to let go at times -
of an old job maybe, but Mary had to let go of her Son. No mother is anxious
to release her son to death. When the knife of a Roman soldier pierced the side
of Jesus, Mary felt it plunging into her own as well. The prophecy of Simeon
was thus fulfilled, ‘behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in
Israel and to be a sign that will be contradicted and you yourself a sword will
pierce so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed (Luke 2:34-35).
When from the cross Jesus committed Mary to John’s care, ‘woman, behold,
your Son...behold, your mother (John 19:26-27),” in effect he was saying, ‘it is
time for you to let go of me, to let me go into death.’

Whatever interior struggle she experienced then remains private. The communion
between her and Jesus rests in impenetrable silence. We may correctly conclude,
however, that she surrendered him then; she let him go. Love can do no other.
This episode can help us when we reflect on the loss of our own loved ones.
We too must let go in the knowledge that love conquers death and bridges the
physical separation. Perhaps too this example of letting go of something that
was dear and precious can teach us of the need to let go of other, more negative
aspects of our lives — having the courage through the strength God gives us
to say no to the ways of the world and instead concentrate more fully on that
which is spiritual and geared towards the life to come, seeking always to accept
and carry out the will of the Father, as Mary did.

Finally, readers are encouraged to check the new Shrine website:
www.ourladyofeurope.net

Father Charles Bruzon
Editor



Shrines of the
European Marian Network

This issue — Shrine of Our Lady of the Pillar, Zaragoza, Spain (VII)

This issue we turn our attention to our neighbouring country, Spain and its
national Shrine in Zaragoza, that of Our Lady of the Pillar.

That we should concentrate on this Shrine in this issue of The Messenger is due
to the fact that the annual European Marian Network meeting is taking place
there in September and is being attended by His Lordship the Bishop, Monsignor
Charles Caruana and the Rector of Our Lady of Europe, Father Charles Azzopardi.

The Sanctuary originates from the reported tradition that the Blessed Virgin
Mary appeared to Saint James the Apostle, about the year 40 AD. She encouraged
him in his work of proclaiming the Gospel.

The name of the Sanctuary stems from the tradition that Our Lady appeared
atop a pillar. The name of the Sanctuary has also become a first name for many
women in Spain (Spanish translation - pilar).

The Sanctuary itself has been built around the traditional site of the apparition
with the small statue being enclosed in a huge Basilica that can be seen from
a considerable distance on all the roads and motorways approaching the city of
Zaragoza. The square outside the sanctuary and the basilica itself have become
a focal point of the city with many liturgical and cultural events taking place
there during the year.

Our Lady of the Pillar is the Patroness not just of Spain but of all Spanish speaking
nations.

Pope John Paul II made a stopover in Zaragoza and visited the Sanctuary on
10th October 1984 en route to the Dominican Republic.

The Feast of the Sanctuary is kept on 12th October.
After the meeting of the European Marian Network Bishop Caruana and Father

Azzopardi were due to travel to the Shrine of Lourdes with all Shrine Rectors
and the Bishop of Lourdes for the visit of Pope Benedict XVI.

e La Rete Mariana Europea

e La Red Mariana Europea

e The European Marian Network

e Das Europaische Marianische Netzwerk
e Het Europees Mariaal Netwerk




Jubilee Year News

Preparations are underway to celebrate the Jubilee Year that was
inaugurated last May. As from October a statue of Our Lady of
Europe will be placed in each parish of the Diocese for a one
month period. During the month each respective parish will
organise its own events in connection with the Jubilee e.g.
procession to the Shrine, Mass, rosary, etc. The Jubilee Year
Shrine prayer will also be recited at all Sunday Masses.
The months allocated to each parish are as follows:

October Saint Bernard’s Church

November Saint Joseph’s Church

December Sacred Heart Church

January Saint Paul’s Church

February Saint Theresa’s Church

March Our Lady of Sorrows

April Cathedral of Saint Mary the Crowned

Teachers group from Slovenia visit Shrine

In the last issue of The Shrine Messenger it was reported that a group from Croatia
made a pilgrimage to Gibraltar and Our Lady of Europe. The Shrine has now been
blessed with the visit of another group from a former Eastern bloc nation, Slovenia.
The group, visiting the Shrine in August was made up of teachers. An e-mail was
received recently from one of the group members expressing delight at the visit:

‘Memories of your magnificent sanctuary and hospitality are still very vivid. The
unforgettable location; simple, yet rich architecture and amazing history will forever
remain in our hearts.’

Teachers from Gimnazija Zelimlije, Slovenia

It is unquestionable, as the above e-mail testifies that the Shrine makes a deep and
profound impact on visitors that come from afar. In Gibraltar we have our Lady of
Europe on our doorstep and we are now blessed with a Jubilee Year during which a
plenary Indulgence is granted to all who visit the Shrine and fulfil the traditional
requirements i.e. Mass, confession, creed and prayers for the Holy Father. In the
light of the testimonies of visitors from abroad let us strive to make of this year,
locally a time of blessing and spiritual renewal.
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