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The Shrine of Our Lady of Europe was recently represented at two major European
Congresses. The first of these was held in Lourdes from 10th to 13th September and
attended by Father Charles Bruzon. Entitled, ‘Pilgrimages and Shrines, Paths of Peace,
Spaces of Mercy’ the Fifth European Congress of Pilgrimages and Shrines was hosted by
the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People. The President
of the Council, His Eminence Cardinal Renato Raffaele Martino opened the Congress by
warmly welcoming all participants and reading a message of encouragement to all Shrine
Rectors and Pilgrimage organisers from His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI. In his address
Cardinal Martino spoke about how pilgrimages give ‘glory to God.” Drawing on the example
of Saint Bernadette he added that the particular grace of a pilgrimage is conversion as a
result of welcoming the Gospel with the heart of a child. According to His Eminence a special
emphasis must therefore be placed at every Shrine in encouraging reconciliation with God
and one another. These words set the scene for the rest of the Conference with discussions
taking place on how best to welcome pilgrims at each Shrine and encourage them especially
to avail themselves of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The Shrine of Our Lady of Europe
aroused special interest at the Congress with Gibraltar being invited to the annual Conference
of Shrines of the Iberian Peninsula, which includes Spain, Portugal and San Marino.
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