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'Of all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.’
(Luke 1:40)

Advent and Christmas are upon us and it’s good to see that as the pages of this
issue of the Messenger manifest so many individuals and groups are visiting
the Shrine and praying to Our Lady of Europe. This time of the year is a period
in the Church’s liturgy when we particularly focus on the Mother of God as she
carries the infant Jesus in her womb. The womb of Mary is the bridal chamber
where God and humanity are wed. This is why Mary earns the title Queen of
Peace, for if she can reconcile God and humanity in her womb then she can
reconcile all things within her. And as we witness the continuing spiral of violence
in so many parts of the world, like Afghanistan, Iraq, the Holy Land, Somalia
and Zimbabwe to name but a few, we are reminded of our need for Mary, none
more so than today.

These modern conflicts pose very complex political problems and many struggle
to see what form the path of peace in each region will take. But the use of
violence to secure peace is by no means a guarantee of success, quite the
contrary more often than not. Usually violence translates into further cycles of
violence.

In these times of conflict and turmoil we need the beautiful image of the pregnant
Mary, Queen of Peace, in whom God dwells. We need this image for our own
personal lives too and not just the world. We are all at times beset with difficulties
and anxieties that ebb away at our inner peace.

Mary reminds us that God dwells in all of us; we are tabernacles of God. The
eternal God dwells in us all, like a child in the womb. Let us be attentive to His
presence as we prepare to celebrate His birth and resolve that we will become
instruments of peace in the world today.

Finally, readers are invited to check the new Shrine website at:
www.ourladyofeurope.net
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