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At the end of the month of May, dedicated to Mary, we celebrated the
Feast of the Visitation. The Mother of Our Lord visits her cousin Elizabeth
to give her the Good News that she is with child. Mary’s hymn, the well
known Magnificat, which she recites upon arrival, is a beautiful expression
of her joy at the improbable coming true - 'My soul proclaims the
greatness of the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour (Luke
1:46-47).” Where it seemed impossible, new life is stirring.

We all need this reading today because we can become naturally
disheartened at the world situation. We can lose hope as we contemplate
the many problems that beset our planet; hunger, war, the threat to the
environment, drugs, alcohol, divorce, abortion and so on. Surrounded
by the spectre of escalating violence and endless retaliation, we cannot
see a way to lasting peace and justice, inner peace that is and not just
peace between nations. We therefore need to hear not just from Mary,
but from Elizabeth too, both of whom are ‘impossibly’” with child. The
story of the Visitation shows us that we must not despair ‘for nothing
is impossible to God (Luke 1:37).”

If God can bring about the impossible in Mary and Elizabeth, so too can
he bring about the seemingly impossible in our world - 'He has filled
the starving with good things (Luke 1:53)’ the Magnificat continues.

Mary and Elizabeth were women of faith and consequently women of
prayer. From Mary we should learn to proclaim God’s greatness as we
echo her Magnificat. We should learn to trust in God’s saving power to
bring new life in situations that seem beyond hope.

Let us resolve this month that in Gibraltar we will continue to invoke

Mary as Our Lady of Europe and Queen of Peace, visiting her at her

Shrine, so that through our prayers and her intercession the promises
of the Magnificat will be realised.
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