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At the end of the month of May, dedicated to Mary, we celebrated the
Feast of the Visitation. The Mother of Our Lord visits her cousin Elizabeth
to give her the Good News that she is with child. Mary’s hymn, the well
known Magnificat, which she recites upon arrival, is a beautiful expression
of her joy at the improbable coming true - 'My soul proclaims the
greatness of the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour (Luke
1:46-47).” Where it seemed impossible, new life is stirring.

We all need this reading today because we can become naturally
disheartened at the world situation. We can lose hope as we contemplate
the many problems that beset our planet; hunger, war, the threat to the
environment, drugs, alcohol, divorce, abortion and so on. Surrounded
by the spectre of escalating violence and endless retaliation, we cannot
see a way to lasting peace and justice, inner peace that is and not just
peace between nations. We therefore need to hear not just from Mary,
but from Elizabeth too, both of whom are ‘impossibly’” with child. The
story of the Visitation shows us that we must not despair ‘for nothing
is impossible to God (Luke 1:37).”

If God can bring about the impossible in Mary and Elizabeth, so too can
he bring about the seemingly impossible in our world - 'He has filled
the starving with good things (Luke 1:53)’ the Magnificat continues.

Mary and Elizabeth were women of faith and consequently women of
prayer. From Mary we should learn to proclaim God’s greatness as we
echo her Magnificat. We should learn to trust in God’s saving power to
bring new life in situations that seem beyond hope.

Let us resolve this month that in Gibraltar we will continue to invoke

Mary as Our Lady of Europe and Queen of Peace, visiting her at her

Shrine, so that through our prayers and her intercession the promises
of the Magnificat will be realised.

Father Charles Bruzon

Editor



The Feast of Our Lady of Europe 2007

At the beginning of the month of May, traditionally
dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Diocese of
Gibraltar celebrated the Feast of our patroness, Our
Lady of Europe. Festivities began with perhaps the most
important of our celebrations, a Marian Procession and
open-air Mass that took place on Friday 4th May, the
vigil of the Feast.

A group of approximately 200 pilgrims gathered at Saint
Bernard’s Church at six in the evening for the procession
to the Shrine. Led by a group of altar servers who were
followed by the pilgrims, the statue of Our Lady of
Europe, the Bishop and clergy, the procession slowly
made its way to the Shrine through the streets of the neighbourhood.
Prayers were said during the procession and the rosary was recited,
meditating on the Sorrowful Mysteries. At the end of each decade the
Lourdes Hymn refrain, 'Ave, ave, ave Maria...” was sung and this helped
create a beautiful prayerful atmosphere for all present.

Upon entering the Shrine courtyard the statue was placed in a prominent
position close to the altar with the clergy and pilgrims promptly assembling
for the Mass to begin. During the Mass His Lordship the Bishop announced
that the former Rector of the Shrine, Monsignor Louis Orfila had been
decorated by His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI with the title Protonotary
Apostolic in recognition of his service to the Shrine over so many years.



It is also important to highlight the presence for the second successive
year of Father Jose Maria de Antonio, Chaplain of the Immigrant Pilgrim
community in Lourdes. Father Jose Maria hopes to bring a group of Lourdes
pilgrims on a pilgrimage to Our Lady of Europe in the coming autumn
season.

The weekend’s festivities in honour of our patroness continued on Saturday
5th May with a 12 noon Mass in Spanish presided by Father Jose Maria
and a rosary recited at 8.30 p.m. In addition a large group of our Senior
Citizens belonging to the Gibraltar Pensioners Association made a pilgrimage
to the Shrine. A further Mass was celebrated on Sunday 6th May at 6.30
p.m. and this was broadcast live on GBC radio.

It is hoped by His Lordship the Bishop and clergy that next year’s festivities
will be enhanced even further in preparation for the 7th
centenary of the Shrine that will be celebrated in 2009.

Father Charles Bruzon

Annual Shrine Flag Day
Friday 18th May 2007

A word of thanks to volunteers and contributors who made the annual
Shrine Flag Day a great success. The total raised amounted to £1700.00
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The European Marian Network

The European Marian Network was founded in Lourdes in 2003 with the
encouragement of Rome. The Network consists of what are considered
the twenty most important Marian Shrines in Europe. Almost every
European country is represented in the Network which serves to link the
Shrines together in the common purpose of bringing unity between
nations and people. Each Sanctuary in the Network has its own particular
atmosphere however what is common to all is that they provide a resting
place and oasis in a busy world which can, so often, be a spiritual desert.

The Patron of the Network is His Eminence Cardinal Peter Erdo, Archbishop
of Esztergom, Budapest, Hungary. Its Chairman is the Bishop of Tarbes
and Lourdes, Most Reverend Doctor Jacques Perrier. It was the Bishop
of Tarbes and Lourdes who, during the Gibraltar Diocesan Pilgrimage to
Lourdes in 2005, kindly extended to our Bishop, Most Reverend Charles
Caruana, an invitation for the Shrine of Our Lady of Europe to join the
Network. To be part of such a distinguished grouping of European Shrines
and Sanctuaries is without a doubt a great honour and privilege for our
Diocese and Gibraltar as a whole. It is perhaps a reflection of the high
esteem in which the title of Our Lady of Europe is held in our old continent,
consecrated to Our Lady under this title on 10th May 1997, followed by
an equally historical occasion on 23rd October 2002 when the ancient
image was crowned by His Holiness Pope John Paul II in Saint Peter’s
Square, Rome. That three such significant events should have taken
place within the relatively short period of eight years is surely no mere
coincidence but a prophetic sign of the important role that our small but
famous sanctuary will have in the evangelisation of Europe in the Third
Millennium.

The Sanctuary Rectors or Vice Rectors from the members of the Network
meet every year to get to know each other better and, above all, to
understand the needs of the pilgrims and visitors who frequent these
Shrines. The first meeting in 2003 took place in Lourdes, in 2004 the
meeting took place in Fatima and this was followed by Mariapocs, Hungary
in 2005 and the Shrine of Our Lady of Knock, Ireland in 2006. The 2007
meeting will take place next September at the Shrine of Our Lady, Gate
of the Dawn in Vilnius, Lithuania at which Gibraltar and our Shrine will
once again be present and God willing Gibraltar will host the 2009 meeting
when we celebrate the 7th centenary of the Shrine of Our Lady of Europe.

Each issue of the Shrine Messenger, beginning with the July - August
2007 publication, will feature one of the Sanctuaries belonging to the
Network.

Father Charles Bruzon

e La Rete Mariana Europea

e La Red Mariana Europea

e The European Marian Network

e Das Europadische Marianische Netzwerk
e Het Europees Mariaal Netwerk
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