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The Jubilee Year in honour of Our Lady of Europe was inaugurated on Friday 9th
May with a special Mass at the Cathedral of Saint Mary the Crowned that was
presided by His Lordship the Bishop and concelebrated by all the priests of the
Diocese. The Cathedral was filled to capacity by faithful of all Gibraltar’s parishes
making the celebration truly historic. One of the highlights of the celebration was
the reading by His Lordship the Bishop of an Apostolic Letter from His Holiness
Pope Benedict XVI with the granting of the Holy Father’s Apostolic Blessing.
Over the next few months different events will be organised at the Shrine at
both Diocesan and parish level, details of which will be forthcoming. What is
important is that the faithful see the Jubilee Year as an opportunity of having
their faith renewed and deepened. The granting of a plenary indulgence should
not be seen merely as a means of accumulating credit but as part of a process
of authentic renewal of ones personal faith and commitment to Our Lord. It is
therefore the hope of Bishop Caruana and all the priests that this Jubilee Year
will lead not just to an increased devotion to Our Lady of Europe but very
importantly to a greater resolve on the part of all Catholics in Gibraltar towards
the growth of our Church community.
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