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The Jubilee Year in honour of Our Lady of Europe was inaugurated on Friday 9th
May with a special Mass at the Cathedral of Saint Mary the Crowned that was
presided by His Lordship the Bishop and concelebrated by all the priests of the
Diocese. The Cathedral was filled to capacity by faithful of all Gibraltar’s parishes
making the celebration truly historic. One of the highlights of the celebration was
the reading by His Lordship the Bishop of an Apostolic Letter from His Holiness
Pope Benedict XVI with the granting of the Holy Father’s Apostolic Blessing.
Over the next few months different events will be organised at the Shrine at
both Diocesan and parish level, details of which will be forthcoming. What is
important is that the faithful see the Jubilee Year as an opportunity of having
their faith renewed and deepened. The granting of a plenary indulgence should
not be seen merely as a means of accumulating credit but as part of a process
of authentic renewal of ones personal faith and commitment to Our Lord. It is
therefore the hope of Bishop Caruana and all the priests that this Jubilee Year
will lead not just to an increased devotion to Our Lady of Europe but very
importantly to a greater resolve on the part of all Catholics in Gibraltar towards
the growth of our Church community.

Father Charles Bruzon
Editor




Jubilee Year to mark the 700th anniversary
of the
Shrine of Our Lady of Europe
(1309 - 2009)

Apostolic Letter of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI

On the occasion of the seventh centenary of the devotion to Our Lady of Europe,
I send cordial greetings to you and all the people of your Diocese as you
inaugurate the Jubilee Year dedicated to this significant anniversary. I pray that
all of you will be able to deepen your filial love for the Mother of God, as you
invoke her intercession for the people of Europe in this twenty-first century and
beyond.

When the Mother of Jesus kept company with the Twelve Apostles in the Upper
Room in Jerusalem, praying for the gift of the Spirit that would empower them
to carry the Christian message to the ends of the earth (cf. Acts 1:13-14), it
could truly be said that the westernmost ‘end of the earth’ was symbolised by
the Pillars of Hercules straddling the Straits of Gibraltar. In the centuries that
followed, the Gospel was indeed carried to every corner of Europe, so that, by
the year 1309, when King Ferdinand IV of Castile established the devotion to
Our Lady of Europe, the Christian faith had become the spiritual and cultural
life-blood of the continent. The discovery of the New World subsequently opened
up further horizons for the preaching of the Gospel, and the exploration of Africa
likewise occasioned a new missionary outreach towards peoples who had yet to
encounter Christ our Saviour.

From her Shrine looking out upon the narrow straits that lead from the Old World
towards the New, Our Lady of Europe has watched over the efforts of countless
men and women undertaking hazardous journeys in order to spread the news
of God’s Kingdom to people in far-off lands. In the present day, her intercession
is especially needed for a spiritual renewal of Europe, in order that its Christian
heritage may continue to be properly valued and appreciated in this third
millennium. I pray with you, and with all the pilgrims who visit the Shrine, that
their faith may be deepened and that Our Lady will lead them to a greater
knowledge and love of her Son, our risen Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

At the conclusion of his reflections on the Church in Europe, my venerable
predecessor Pope John Paul II addressed these words to the Blessed Virgin Mary:
‘Watch over the Church in Europe: may she be transparently open to the Gospel;
may she be an authentic place of communion; may she carry our fully her
mission of proclaiming, celebrating and serving the Gospel of hope for the peace
and joy of all (Ecclesia in Europa, 125).” I invite you to make that prayer your
own throughout this Jubilee Year. Upon you and all the priests, religious and lay
faithful in the Diocese of Gibraltar, and upon all the pilgrims who visit this Shrine
in the course of the Jubilee Year, I invoke the loving protection of Our Lady of
Europe and, as a pledge of joy and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord, I cordially
impart my Apostolic Blessing.

From the Vatican, 23 April 2008 - Benedict XVI.
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Shrines of the
European Marian Network

This issue — Shrine of Our Lady of Mellieha, Malta (VI)

This issue we turn our attention to the island of Malta and the Shrine of Our
Lady of Mellieha.

According to a very old tradition the highly venerated Marian Sanctuary of Our
Lady of Mellieha goes back to Saint Paul’s shipwreck in the 1st Century AD. The
tradition teaches us that the Sanctuary was blessed by Saint Paul the apostle
after he had landed in Malta. The tradition goes further; it is said that the icon
of Our Lady painted on the bare rock is the work of Saint Luke the Evangelist.

Important visitors to the Shrine of Our Lady of Mellieha are said to have included
King Ferdinand IV (1373), King Martin (1408), King Alfonso (1432), Viceroy
Lupo Jimenez (1468), Ferdinand d’Acuna (1490) and much later Bishop Lavigerie,
Nicola Seciale and Saint Benedict Joseph Labre, who was visiting the Marian
sanctuaries of Europe.

Strictly speaking it is not entirely certain who painted this Marian icon, but the
message behind Our Lady of Mellieha is related to the Council of Ephesus which
was held in 431 AD. In this Council Our Lady was declared the Mother of God
and in the icon we have a beautiful representation of Our Blessed Mother holding
Jesus Christ in her arms.

The inhabitants of Malta prayed to the Blessed Virgin of Mellieha each time the
island was threatened by the Corsairs or by the Turks as well as in times of
drought. The latter they do to this day.

Pope John Paul II visited Mellieha as a pilgrim on 26th May 1990. The Feast of
the Sanctuary is kept on 8th September.

It s good to know that both Gibraltar and Malta, two very closely connected
communities, are represented in the European Marian Network by their respective
Shrines, thus fostering our links even further.

e La Rete Mariana Europea

e La Red Mariana Europea

e The European Marian Network

e Das Europaische Marianische Netzwerk
e Het Europees Mariaal Netwerk







